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Dear Readers,

Our features theme this month is 
‘internationalization’. This timing co-
incides with the incoming group of 150 
international students, international cel-
ebrations for Chinese New Year and Car-
nival, and Think Abroad Month, which 
is spearheaded by LOKO International. 

We do not take buzzwords for grant-

students and administrators articulating 
what ‘internationalization’ means, what 
is being done in its name, and what ten-
sions exist. Other writers also share their 
critical-cultural perspectives of it.

We introduce you to many issues 
that linger in the air of the international 
community here, but the dialogue by no 
means ends here. We will continue to in-
vestigate issues of integration and hope 
that you will share your responses and 
insights with us. Your thoughts may be 
published in our next edition, which will 
be on the second-hand market and the 
reuse of goods. 

I would like to thank our editorial 
team, copy editing team, and other con-
tributors for making the time to dig deep 
for insights and for taking on extra work 
during the busy exam period. Their crea-
tivity and dedication led to this exciting 

I join Ruben in welcoming those of 
you who have just arrived at KU Leu-
ven. Enjoy your stay and your studies.

 
Best,
ToTran Nguyen
Editor-in-Chief

Letter from the Editor

Dear International Students,

It is 2013, and it seems coincidence has led each of us to Leuven. Academic 
reasons may have brought us together, but other reasons for coming to Leuven 
- sentimental, ideological, or pragmatic - may apply too. 

The coming year will be one of the more exciting in recent years for KU 
Leuven. For starters, there is a vast structural expansion underway, and a brand 
new learning centre is nearing its completion. And lucky for us, the internation-
al student magazine, THE VOICE, is being published on a regular basis again 
after some months of inactivity. A student magazine like this will be indispensa-
ble for delivering information on the coming rector elections to be held this se-
mester. Candidates will send policy letters, and ideally, those letters will reveal 
plans for the international strategy of the university. It is at moments like these 
that a student body council can prove its worth. It is primarily up to LOKO, the 
KU Leuven student body council, to direct the focus on the problems students 
face in their everyday life on campus. 

In the past, LOKO has done this with visible results. The weight given by 
students to aspects of internationalization has led the university to appointing 

-
versity board that a lot more effort should be put into mixing international and 
Flemish students. LOKO International, the international section of LOKO, is 
spearheading this initiative. 

You may ask, “What does this have to do with anything?” I sure did when I 

basic level, this means gathering information. International students have an 
advantage here. Coming from a different educational background, you have the 
ability to compare and make abstractions so you can more easily pinpoint the 
real problems. On the other hand, a disadvantage is the lack of practical knowl-
edge on where to report your observations. This is how LOKO International 
provides a solution. Situated at Pangaea, the meeting point for almost every 

problems. And THE VOICE offers a platform for solutions and other ideas, 
literally giving a voice to the international student body. 

From LOKO, we welcome you to Leuven, and of course, wish you good 
grades and an enlightening university experience at KU Leuven. 

Kind regards,
Ruben Bruynooghe
Chairperson, LOKO

February 2013



 


   

   
     


     
     
  

   


  
     










      


 


      

  
  



     

    
     

     


      






China


New Year, New Regime, New Hope?
By Dongxing Zhao and Hai Nguyen

International
Europe
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Chinese New Year Celebrations in Leuven, across Belgium
By Dongxing Zhao
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Spring Festival in 
Leuven

Discovering the 
Spring Festival



Xi Jinping, Chairman, Chinese Communist Party.




 

    
     

     
     



      
     
      

      


       



     


     
  

Our Contribution
LEUVEN


  
      
      
     
      
     

    


      







     






   

       






    
   




  



     


    
 
  
  





     



    
   
     

 


    
      
     


 
   


YOU  ARE  INVITED

Chinese Idiom
By Jinbo Li



Spring Festival Gala

PSA Eid and Independence day celebrations, September 2012.



 

    




     
     
    

 


    
     
     




    
  
      



     


   
      
   
      
    

      
     
      
     
     


    
    
     
    
     


     
    


    
   
    
   
      
    
    

    
      
     
       
    
     

  
     



      



 


     
   


    





     



 
    

       

      
 

     
   

    
      
    
    
 

      
      
    
 
     



   
   
       



     

      
  
     



      

    
    

    
     

   
    




    




      

   


     

      


    

   



“...meet the people 
coming from this 
country rather than 
rely on the media 
reports.”














 

Dutch Ambassador to Belgium
By Corieke Bonvanie

Belgium










 
    
     


    

     



     



 






       

     















    
      





    



     
     
       
    

    

   
     
     


       

      


         





 









 







       


    
    








    








        

 
       
    



     



     



    
    
    
    
 
      
    


     
    
       
     

 






   


Conversations

Henne Schuwer, Dutch ambassador to Belgium.



 




     
    











       

 

       

 




    
 

     

     





   
      



    





       



 
       
       
     


    





      




    

     
     




Students from PIIGS 
Struggle to Make Ends Meet

From the Newsroom of Flemish Student Newspaper Veto

Originally Written in Dutch by Jens Cardinaels, Translated by Corieke Bonvanie


   




   




     

    















     

    
    
     
       
     

     


      

    


  
     

    










     

    
      







    



    
      
       






      

 



     


       



     
    
    
       
     
     
    
     






 

  





      


     

    
    

 


      
     
     
     
     
    


 
   
    

   


       
      
     
  

    


      
    


     
   
  





    


    


   

    
    
     

     
   







      
   






     








   

     
     


By Hai Nguyen

By Sam Patel


    



   
       

 






      

    
  
     




     
   





     


    





      



      





     





  
     
    
    
   
      




     







     




     
    

     
   
  

       
   
     
       
  

  
    


  


   
      
    

    
      


      

     



     



   
      
     
    


Erasmus Students Can Breathe a Sigh of Relief for Now
EUROPE

Belgian Scholarships for Non-EEA Students Tighten



 







  
     


   
     



   
    




     



  
 
 




   
    




Everyone has heard about it, talked about it, 
or thought about it. But what is it? 

By Evelyne Van Hecke

Internationalization?



 

Internationalizing universities



 



   

   

       
   




     



     
 

 





 

  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
  


 









      
 
  


    
      






     

      
    

    
      


    


   
    
    

     

      





Internationalization@home: a two-way 
street

 
   

    
     
      


    

    
  


 
    


      


     
   
   
    

   
    


     








 
 


    
    

     
      



       
    
     




     

   





  
   
  

 


  
  
  
  


  


  
  
 
  
   
  
  


  
 





  


    
   






    





       

   








     



Ethiopian Evening at Pangaea, November 2012.



 


     
        
     

 

  





    




     
     





      
    
    















   


Internationalization = integration 
      

    




  



    
     
      

      
 
  
    








   

      







     
   
      
      

     



     
  
      
     
      
       






     

    
    
    
     


    

     



      
     






   


    
     


    
      
     



   
      
   

     






       
      
    
      
    


    
     
     
     

 
     
    





     

      


      
   



        



      
     




       
    
   
     


  
     
     
      








The ideal integration
     

     




      



     



     













   





 

    
    



   

    



  






     



  
   




    






    
    
    
      
       


       










   
        
    



    



 

 
     

     

    
    
     


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
        


   
 
  
 
         
  
 
  

 


   
 



  

    

 






     
    
    
   

    


    




     

   

      


    



    
      
     


     
     
   
     
  
    
   

     
   
    


    
      
    


    
       
   
   

     
      


    
    



    
    
      
 
    



By Martine Torfs

From the Desk of Our...





 

By Evelyne Van Hecke
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Crossing Borders: Necessity or Luxury?

“Teachers in Flanders are more and more confronted with other cultures 
and religions, and I think teachers have to be able to deal with that and pass that on to their pupils. Internationali-
zation can help with that. I think our program tries to make us open, but I feel on some topics they could show some more 
perspectives, like religion. A lot of  religions are still very unknown to us. 

They should also offer us international perspectives and let us know about international opportunities sooner and make the 
info more accessible. Now it’s only there for those who are already interested. I think it’s important to give options 
other than Erasmus. Going on Erasmus is not for everyone possible, but they need to get a chance to see 
what’s out there too.”



 

By LOKO International

Why Think Abroad Month?
     


    

      
     
    



      
     
  
    

       
   





   

 

         





 
      

 



     


     



    
     






Stimulating internationalization in 
Leuven




    
      

    



     


   
       
        
    
    




   

   





      




      
     
   
 
    





     







 




     
     


    
 
   


    

      

    
    
    
      
     
    





 


     


     
    



        

     
    


 






    









 

Not Be a Barrier’


    






      

  


    
     





      
     











      
    

   
  
     








     
    



     
    
     





    

       



  



      
  
     
      
     

     


Awkward Social Situations by Evelyne Van Hecke

“As a very famous quote says, ‘life begins outside your comfort zone’! I’ve been 
an international student in 3 countries: USA, Finland, and Belgium. I remember 
my experience on them with a different feeling, and all the experiences I gained 
made me a better person with more people to love and be loved by around the 
world.

International movement through universities is a very good initiative that gives 
students the chance to meet and interact with many people from other cultures 
and reconstruct their global perspectives.”



 

By Curtis Bozek

Erasmus in Leuven: Man to Programme
   


    
     
   


      



    
      


  
   





 






Erasmus’s Tenure at KU Leuven
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From Leuven to the World



    


     
   
     

     
  



    


    
    


    





   
     


      











Religious Thought

      


      
   

     
    
     
    


   



   
    

   

KU Leuven’s international aspirations are rooted in its past.

Desiderius Erasmus Statue, Leuven




 

     

      
   





   




   

   
 
     








      




    
   
      
      
   

    



   
 
     







  
      
      
       



       






     







     
   











  
  





  
    
   
   

 
     
   
   
   
    



 





   
   
   
    
  

    



   




   
       
    
    
   




   

   


 
  



       
      


 
    


     
     

 

   
   






   

   
      



      


 
    

  







     
     




    
     


Leuven Vlaams (1968): Ironically, Flemish students protest 
in English against the dominant, French-speaking Walloons.

Justus Lipsius Statue, Leuven




 

  
     

     
 



    





     



  
    



    


  
      
    

      
   
    
    
     

     
 
      
  


    

 
    

    
      


 


       
  
  
    


    

    
    
   

   
   
    
    


     
    


      
    


      
     





   
   
    
 




  
   
    






     


   
    

   








     





    
    
    
     



     



   

     
 
    












By Piet Hendrikx, Executive Advisor, International Policy (retiring)

Recent Developments



“I didn’t go on Erasmus, but I went to a summer school in Utrecht. Although 
we speak the same language, the people there see 
things differently. I think it can be valuable for students to have this kind 
of  interaction with people from outside their world. I don’t see it as a necessity, but 
it can broaden your world, on your education, on your culture and other cultures, or 
even what’s happening to society. I can imagine that students that went on exchange 
to Spain or Greece will have another perspective on the crisis and the EU. 

In my faculty, I think they are trying to make us warm for internationalization, but 
they could stimulate and support us more. KU Leuven lured us to the 
university with the slogan ‘Discover yourself, start with 
the world’, so I see it as their task to improve internationalization.”



 


      

   
     


   
     
       
     



  



    
      
      

  
      
   


   
   


 
     
   
  
  




Carnival & Acculturation



Cases of Cyprus, Denmark, and Belgium
By Sara Rich

Cultural Investigation

Cultural Investigation
Theoretical Perspective
Entertainment & Art
Lifestyle

Carnival in Binche, Belgium.



 

    






   


    
       
  
     
      



     
      





    
   
    
    
    
      
 

     

     

    
   
     




    





     
      







    
    

  
  

 

 
          
  
 
  
 
  

 
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

     
    


 
     



 


   
        




   

       






     



    

     

     
      




     

     




       



     




     

     








     








     


    
     
    
 
 
      
      





  
















      








   
     
     
    

 
     




      
      




   






Carnival in Limassol, Cyprus.



 

  


  


     
     
     

  
    
  

    

     
     



   


 




    







     

      



    
    






   

      


  
    

      



   


      

      

     
     

   
      


  


    
     
     



       



     

    




     
     
     
     
      
    
     



      


      
    



    
       


   


    



     

     
   


By Gijs Van den BroeckHow I Fell in Love with...  My Native Beer 






  
 
      




  



        






  
  


 




 




      


  




   
  



   


 


           






  




 

    


      


    
  
    








      
 









    
  

   
   


    



        


     
    

    

      
 








     
     


     
     


     
  



     

     
     
    


  





     
 

 
      







    





    

   

  
     















      







    




       
   
    



   
       



      


      



     

    




      

     
    
      
    
     

    

     





   


   



      

  
    





     





       
     
     

    

   
     
  

    

Flemish Nationalism On The Rise
By Ilja Postel

Cultural Investigation



 




     
    
      



    






        
       



  



    


      






   


    


 
   






      
      

  


    


 




      


     


  

   

    




     





      



     



    
     





     



     

     
   
     



“I think Erasmus is a waste of  time and money. For our careers, it’s not really 

future, neither do the employers. If  they would make it more about learning and studying, instead of partying 
and travelling, it could become something valuable to students for their career. 

I also think international students in Leuven are not really trying to adapt to our habits and lifestyle. Al-
most nobody even bothers to learn Dutch, they don’t even know 
how to say hello and they expect locals to adapt to them. They just 
party and get drunk, while we try to pass exams. Because of that, international students have a bad reputa-
tion. In some places, they would rather not see international students entering. I also don’t see how this 
improves their intercultural competence.”

“Internationalization is not a necessity, meaning that people will 
survive without it. But for me personally, my exchange is a great learning experience. I got to 
know myself  better, met people from all over the world which broadened my horizon. It changed 
my personality maybe, but for sure how I think about and act in the world. I think when I go back 
home, it will even show more what it meant to me. Also for society it can be important. If  people all 
get more open minded by an international experience, maybe it would minimize 
racism and discrimination. For sure, the respect for others and other cultures will 
rise.” 



 


   

     

 
     
   
       
   
    







      



  


      
    
    
   







    
   
     







    


    







 


      





     




   
   



   

      
    
   
      
    
      
    
   



   

     
     
       





Art Exposes Undercurrent of Internationalization
Entertainment & Art

By Stefan Voicu and Kaitlin van Baarle



Silke Wagner, Buergersteig, 2001-2002



 

    
   


    
    
      

   


     

 
       

     




 
      
     
   


       
 

    
     


       
    
      


   



    
     



     

     
    



 
    


      
     
     
    


  

  

        


  


 

     


       
    

     
    
 
 





       
 




      

   
    
     

   

      

       

     







       



      


      
     
     



        
     
     




   

     
       

    

     









     

    
    
     
     


    


      





     


     
      
     
    
   
    
    



    
  


Zwarte Piet: The Painted Elephant in The Room

Cultural Investigation

By Kaitlin van Baarle

Commentary

Sinterklaas Kapoentje (1928) by Freddie Langeler



 

  
      




     



      
      





   
      
      




     
   



  
     


     
 

     
     
    
     
     


    



   

     
   
      
     

      
   
     
    

    
 
    


     


    
  

       
      



        
     







Still Not Single? Try Harder








 




    

















  





   



Lifestyle

By Melissa Smith





 

Cosmopolitanism
By Elissavet Lykogianni

Theoretical Perspective




      

   
     






     
     



  
    

     


   

    

      
     






     









   






     
 
    
     
   
    

     

      

     

    
     






     



   




   


    
  
     
   
      

 

     



   


   
       








    
    


   

      
 

    
    


     


  
    
     


    
      
  
   
    



    

    
 




 


   


    






     
    
    


   



  
      



Commentary

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. 
Now is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.

~Marie Curie



 

“I love you!” Why, oh why, of all things 
to say must that be uttered on Valentine’s 
Day? Walking down the street, couples hand 
in hand, kissing, hugging, saying, “I love you” 
... then it dawns on me - Valentine’s Day 
is coming. The one holiday that is loved by 
many but dreaded by most. I turn the corner 
and what do I see, a store window decorated 
from top to bottom with red hearts and lit-
tle sayings such as ‘will you be my Valentine?’ 
and ‘Have a super Valentine’s Day’. I step back 
trying to get away, but by doing so I bump 
into a couple holding hands, both grinning 
from ear to ear. It’s too much to bear! I run 
down the alley trying to pull myself together, 
and  I say to myself, “It’s only ten more days 
to Valentine’s Day, and then it will over.”

Nine more days to Valentine’s Day. Walk-
ing to the kitchen to make myself breakfast, 

lo and behold! what do I see? An article on 
what couples like best about Valentine’s Day.  

-
thing, anything to read that’s not related to 

-
may “The ten best things to do on Valentine’s 

it hard to believe that there was not any-
thing better to write about than a holiday 
that is nine days away. 

Five more days to Valentine’s Day, and I’m 
feeling desperate. Not only has this holiday 
bewitched every sane thinking person I know, 
it now has invaded the university campus. 
Every corner I turn, every hallway I walk and 
every classroom I walk into there’s a  re-
minder that the lover’s spell is cast. Every-
one’s blissful and acting the fool, especially 
the guys. Boys trying to impress the girls and 
the girls in a way trying to act not impressed 

-
ing outside during one of lectures I spot an 

truck I read, “Have you been bitten by the 
love bug lately and can’t seem to get rid of 

-
perts guarantee a pest-free environment in 
less than 24 hours.” What it really said was, 
“You got bug problems, we got solutions.”

Valentine’s Day is here. My alarm goes off 
and what do I hear on the radio? “Happy 

is in the air, so for all those lovers out there, 
here’s a song for you.” I quickly turn off the 
radio before the song starts, and get up for 
a day of class. For a second, I think maybe I 
should stay home from class today, but then 
my phone rings. I pick it up, and as I listen, 
I grin from ear to ear. I start to giggle like a 

Hearing a knock at the door, I open it -  and 
I utter those three simple words, “I love you!”

Creative Corner

My Valentine
By Alexandria Somirs

www.loko.be/international
www.facebook.com/LOKO.International
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